
I N T R O D U C T I O N

Love Feast is a rich tradition at Pleasant Dale. This beautiful service is part of our
heritage as a Church of the Brethren congregation, and the sacred experience is rooted
in the testimony of Scripture and the rituals of Passover that have sustained the hope
of God’s people throughout history. 
 
Love Feast is a time for us to gather as siblings in the adoptive community of faith to
commemorate Jesus’ final hours with his disciples. It is a special service of worship in
which we together proclaim the deep, sacrificial love of Christ. We participate in, and
extend, that love to one another through prayer, song, reflection, a shared meal,
communion, and the act of footwashing.
 
Unfortunately, we cannot share this experience in the same physical space this year.
However, distance cannot break family ties, it cannot hinder the kingdom proclamation
of the Lord’s death until he comes (1 Cor. 11:26), and it certainly cannot separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom. 8:38). 
 
We invite you, therefore, to be a part of our Love Feast this year. We invite you to
celebrate in your home, either by yourself, or with family. We have provided the
following guide as a suggestion and starting point, but we encourage you to adapt it as
necessary to your own situation.

L O V E  F E A S T  &  C O M M U N I O N

A  G u i d e  f o r  F a m i l i e s



The following is just a suggestion of items you may want to consider in preparation for

Love Feast. Be flexible and creative; God is more concerned with our hearts than he is

what kind of lighting, bread, or cup we use.

 
Review the service ahead of time

Familiarize yourself with the service 

so you feel comfortable leading it
 

 
Prepare a simple meal that all participating will enjoy

Consider making this part of the experience;

include everyone in the setup and meal preparation.

 

Have a Bible (or two or three!) on hand

Determine who will be your Scripture reader(s); 

consider having everyone read

Set out a bowl(s) of warm water and towel(s) 
for either hand or foot washing

 

Use candlelight to distinguish this as a sacred time

But make sure you can still read the guide, scripture, and songs!
 

Put bread and juice at each place setting to be used for communion
It's ok if you don't have grape juice; use whatever you have on hand.
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P R E P A R A T I O N

Prepare for music, if desired
You may wish to view or print the included lyric sheets 

or open the Love Feast playlist on our website (see next page).
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There are song suggestions throughout the Love Feast

service.  You will find traditional and contemporary songs

to choose from.  You can use these suggestions, or

substitute your own favorite songs. If your family enjoys

singing - sing! Lyric sheets are included at the end of this

document.  Or, if you prefer to listen to others performing

the music, there is a playlist available on our website at

www.discoverpd.org/lovefeast.  If music isn't meaningful

to you, that's ok! Feel free to skip over the songs.

 

O T H E R  N O T E S

M U S I C

We practice footwashing as an act of emulating and

obeying Christ. It is an act in which we convey our mutual

belonging in the body of Christ, and symbolically express

selfless love for one another. At church, we use basins

designated for this purpose. You can find your own similar

type of container, or may choose to use a bathtub or a

pond if you wish. 

 

The act itself is simple: Take the other’s feet one at a

time, immerse them in the water, and dry them off with a

towel. This experience is more about the symbolic act

than actually leaving the meal with spotless feet. 

 

Traditionally, Jewish Passover Seder meals incorporate a

ritual handwashing. If you are uncomfortable with

footwashing, or do not have a good means to do so,

consider washing one another’s hands using a basin, or

even a sink.

F O O T W A S H I N G
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E X A M I N A T I O N  
&  C O N F E S S I O N

L O V E  F E A S T  S E R V I C E

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

OR Lead Me to the Cross

S I N G

John 12:23-26 

Philippians 2:1-11

R E A D

Meditate on the words of the text.

Listen to the whisper of the Holy Spirit. 

Confess your sins.

Receive forgiveness.

Share your hopes and fears.

Give thanks.

Allow some time for silent reflection. Take time to:

 

R E F L E C T

Nothing But the Blood of Jesus

OR You Are My King (Amazing Love)

S I N G
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T H E  M E A L

Luke 22:7-16

John 15:9-17

R E A D

A prayer of thanksgiving and blessing over the meal.

 

P R A Y

Enjoy your meal together.

E A T
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T H E  B R E A D  &  C U P

Isaiah 53:1-12

Luke 22:17-20

R E A D

Communion

Remembrance

Forgiveness

Covenant

Nourishment

Anticipation

Thanksgiving (Eucharist)

Discuss and reflect on the following words associated

with the Lord’s Supper:

 

D I S C U S S

1 Cor. 11:23-26

R E A D

Break the bread and say together:

“The bread which we break is the communion of the body
of Christ.” Then, eat the bread.

Take the cup, and say together:

“The cup which we bless is the communion of the blood of
Christ.”  Then, drink the cup.

 

P A R T A K E

Reflect silently.

M E D I T A T E
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F O O T W A S H I N G

John 13:1-17

R E A D

How do you think the disciples felt when Jesus did this

for them?

What can we learn from the fact that Jesus washed

Judas’ feet?

 

D I S C U S S

Wash one another’s feet. Afterwards, share a hug and

words of encouragement and affirmation.

 

S E R V E

Jesus Paid it All

My Jesus I Love Thee

Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross

Jesus Messiah

Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)

Lamb of God

You may sing or listen to these songs while the

footwashing is taking place, or after it is complete.  Use as

many as you like.

S I N G
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C L O S I N G

Romans 8:31-39

R E A D

Read responsively to close. One person should read the

bold text. Everyone else should repeat the refrain: “His

love endures forever.” (From Psalm 136:1-9,26; 1 John 4:9)
 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good
His love endures forever

Give thanks to the God of gods
His love endures forever

Give thanks to the Lord of lords
His love endures forever

To him who alone does great wonders 
His love endures forever

Who by his understanding made the heavens
His love endures forever

Who spread out the earth upon the waters
His love endures forever

Who made the great lights
His love endures forever

The sun to govern the day
His love endures forever

The moon and stars to govern the night
His love endures forever

Give thanks to the God of heaven 
His love endures forever

Who sent his Son that we might live through him.

His love endures forever

Amen.

 

R E A D  &
R E S P O N D



R E A D I N G  S U G G E S T I O N  
F O R  G O O D  F R I D A Y

 P A G E  9

Since we will not be having a service on Good Friday, we encourage you, by yourself or

with family, to take time to read through the narrative of Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion.

Matthew is the primary gospel being used this Palm Sunday and Easter; therefore, we

encourage you to read Matthew’s account in Matthew 26:20-27:61.

 

If you wish to break up the text by the appropriate days, consider reading Matthew

26:20-75 on Thursday, and reading Matthew 27:1-61 on Friday

 



S O N G  L Y R I C S
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When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
When I survey the wondrous cross

On which the Prince of glory died

My richest gain I count but loss

And pour contempt on all my pride

 

Forbid it Lord that I should boast

Save in the death of Christ my God

All the vain things that charm me most

I sacrifice them to His blood

 

See from His head His hands His feet

Sorrow and love flow mingled down

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet

Or thorns compose so rich a crown

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine

That were a present far too small

Love so amazing so divine

Demands my soul my life my all

 

Love so amazing so divine

Demands my soul my life my all

 

Lead Me to the Cross
Savior I come, quiet my soul, remember

Redemption's hill 

Where Your blood was spilled

For my ransom

Everything I once held dear

I count it all as lost

 

* Lead me to the cross
Where Your love poured out
Bring me to my knees
Lord I lay me down
Rid me of myself
I belong to You
Oh lead me, lead me to the cross
 

You were as I, tempted and tried, human

The word became flesh

Bore my sin and death

Now you're risen

Everything I once held dear

I count it all as lost *
 

To your heart 

To your heart

Lead me to your heart

Lead me to your heart *
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Nothing But the Blood of Jesus
What can wash away my sin

Nothing but the blood of Jesus

What can make me whole again

Nothing but the blood of Jesus 

 

* Oh precious is the flow
That makes me white as snow
No other fount I know
Nothing but the blood of Jesus
 

For my pardon this I see

Nothing but the blood of Jesus

For my cleansing this my plea

Nothing but the blood of Jesus *

 

Nothing can for sin atone

Nothing but the blood of Jesus

Naught of good that I have done

Nothing but the blood of Jesus *

 

This is all my hope and peace

Nothing but the blood of Jesus

This is all my righteousness

Nothing but the blood of Jesus *

 

You are My King (Amazing Love)
* I’m forgiven because you were forsaken

I’m accepted 

You were condemned

I’m alive and well

Your spirit is within me

Because you died and rose again

 

**Amazing love how can it be

That you my King would die for me

Amazing love I know it’s true

It’s my joy to honor you (2x)

 

In all I do I honor you *

 

You are my king

You are my king

Jesus, You are my king

Jesus, You are my king **
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Jesus Paid it All
I hear the Savior say,

"Thy strength indeed is small,

Child of weakness, watch and pray,

Find in Me thine all in all."

 

* Jesus paid it all, All to Him I owe;
Sin had left a crimson stain,
He washed it white as snow.
 

Lord, now indeed I find

Thy pow'r and Thine alone,

Can change the leper's spots

And melt the heart of stone. *

 

For nothing good have I 

Where-by Thy grace to claim;

I'll wash my garments white

In the blood of Calv'ry's Lamb. *

 

And when, before the throne,

I stand in Him complete,

"Jesus died my soul to save,"

My lips shall still repeat. *

 

My Jesus I Love Thee
My Jesus, I love thee I know thou art mine

For thee all the follies of sin I resign

My gracious Redeemer

My Savior art thou

If ever I loved thee My Jesus 'tis now

 

I love thee because 

Thou hast first loved me

And purchased my pardon on Calvary's tree

I love thee for wearing 

The thorns on thy brow

If ever I loved thee my Jesus 'tis now

 

I'll love thee in life I will love thee in death

And praise thee

as long as Thou Lendest me breath

And say when the death dew

Lies cold on my brow

If ever I loved thee my Jesus 'tis now

 

In mansions of glory and endless delight

I'll ever adore Thee in heaven so bright

I'll sing with the glittering 

Crown on my brow

If ever I loved thee my Jesus 'tis now
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Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross
Jesus, keep me near the cross

There a precious fountain;

Free to all, a healing stream,

Flows from Calv'ry's mountain. 

 

* In the cross, in the cross
Be my glory ever,
Till my ransomed soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.
 

Near the cross, a trembling soul,

Love and mercy found me;

There the Bright and Morning Star

Shed His beams around me. *

 

Near the cross! O lamb of God,

Bring its scenes before me;

Help me walk from day to day

With its shadow o'er me. *

 

Near the cross! I'll watch and wait,

Hoping, trusting ever;

Till I reach the golden strand,

Just beyond the river. *

Jesus Messiah
He became sin who knew no sin

That we might become his righteousness

He humbled himself 

and carried the cross

Love so amazing love so amazing

 

*Jesus Messiah Name above all names
Blessed redeemer Emmanuel
The rescue for sinners
The ransom from heaven
Jesus Messiah Lord of all
 

His body the bread his blood the wine

Broken and poured out all for love

The whole earth trembled

and the veil was torn

Love so amazing love so amazing *

 

All our hope is in you (2x)

All the glory to you God

The light of the world *
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Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)
Amazing grace how sweet the sound

That saved a wretch like me

I once was lost but now I'm found

Was blind but now I see

 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear

And grace my fears relieved

How precious did that grace appear

The hour I first believed

 

*My chains are gone I've been set free
My God my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy reigns
Unending love amazing grace
 

The Lord has promised good to me

His word my hope secures

He will my shield and portion be

As long as life endures *

 

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow

The sun forbear to shine

But God Who called me here below

Will be forever mine (2x)

You are forever mine

Lamb of God
You came from heaven's throne

Acquainted with our sorrow

To trade the debt we owed,

Your suffering for our freedom

 

* The Lamb of God in my place,
Your blood poured out, my sin erased
It was my death You died
I am raised to life
Hallelujah, the Lamb of God
 

My name upon Your heart

My shame upon Your shoulders

The power of sin undone

The cross for my salvation *

 

There is no greater love

There is no greater love

The Savior lifted up

There is no greater love (2X) *


